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COMMITTEE MEETING of 27th OCTOBER, 


Summary of main action/items of interest. 


1. Mr, Ian Brown has submitted his resignation as Assistant Secretary, 
and from the Committee. It was agreed to accept his resignation as 
Assistant Secretary but to ask him to reconsider his resignation from the 
Committee, 


2. Following discussion on the desirability or otherwise of distant 
members paying a full subscription and postage levy for Whirrakee, it was 
decided on a trial basis to incorporate Whirrakee postage within the 
subscription of members living more than 100 km from Bendigo. This is based 
on the concessions for country members offered by B.0.C. and F.N.C.V. 


3. Lb. Leeson reported that Castlemaine F.N.C. has offered to host the 
March W.V.F.N.C.A. meeting, and that there will be no opportunity for 
B.F.N.C, to do so until 1982, 


4, Information brochure - Graham Hill has agreed to design a cover, 


5. Self-drive buses for excursions, Enquiries show a relatively high 
cost. The example given was $8.00 per head for a 250 km trip. This is to 
be discussed at a general meeting to ascertain level of interest, and also 
to promote car pooling as an alternative, using the Terricks excursion 

as a trial. 


6. It was moved that representatives of the club on outside bodies be 
required to report in writing to the annual general meeting, and that 
representatives be confirmed at that meeting. 


7. Syllabus - planned to March meeting - see page 17. 
- agreed desirable to plan further in advance. 
Dr. Jim Willis to be invited to speak next year. 
More use to be made of club members. 


8. The Committee has agreed that the club should participate in the B.C.C. 
Annual Community Day on lst March 1981. Details to be arranged before 
Christmas, 


9. The club will order 40 Victorian Alps calendars and 35 Tasmanian 
Wilderness calendars. 


10. Bank balance as at 29.9.1980 was $1385.60. 


MEW MEMBERS: Mrs. E. Walker; Mrs Fowler; Mr. L. Harrup. 


EDITORS NOTE: 


The intervention of a severe dose of flu has spared you an editorial this 
month. The closing date for copy for the next issue is Wednesday Nov, 26th. 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo 


Growing a Double Waxflower. 


To grow and flower a double Waxflower in the garden seems to be the 
ambition of most gardeners who cultivate native plants, especially in the 
Bendigo area. 


There is evidence that in the early days the double form of Eriostemon 
verrucosus grew in a number of localities in the bushland around Bendigo; 
see "Early Reports of Double Waxflowers", an article written by the late 
F.C.Taylor, and published in the "Bendigo Naturalist" Vol.1, Sept. 1967. 


Of the locations reported therein, there now remains only one known to 
the members of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, that one being on the 
private property of Mr, Semmens of Mandurang. This plant was fenced off 
some ninety years ago and is still thriving. The fence around it was 
renewed recently by club members with the approval of the present Mr. Semmens. 


We believe that the plants reported from other locations have been 
removed by people who etn: that® ey would » Look better in the garden 
than in the bush, 


Luckily however, a number of keen botanists have been successful in 
propogating by cuttings from the Semmens plant, with the result that now 
a number of young plants become available from time to time from various 
nurseries. There have been a number of reports of Waxflowers having up to 
eight petals, but the true double has up to thirty petals. 


Now let us discuss methods of growing one in our garden, I have been 
successful in two localities in doing this, first at Spring Gully and now 
at Maiden Gully. I have also seen it established back in natural surroundings 
in the bush on two occasions, However it is not easy to grow, and I have 
seen many failures. 


On both successful attempts at garden establishment I have used a 
built-up garden, thus ensuring good drainage, which I think is essential. 
The next element would be the soil. On both occasions I have used natural 
bush soil, with some granite sand mixed in, and I have given a very light 
dressing we Blood and Bone each year, I have always given them sufficient 
water, never allowing them to dry out. On both occasions the plants have 
been close to large rocks, thus ensuring a cool root system, and from 
October to March, during the hot summer I rig up a Sarlon shade cloth over 
them to protect then from the hottest of the sun. I claim this takes the 
place of the semi-shaded situations which they enjoy when growing in the bush, 


I have three double waxflowers in my garden, all receiving similar 
treatment to above. Two of them are doing very poorly, while the third is a 
beautiful bush three feet across and some two feet high. This. year it began 
to bloom in June and still has an: occasional flower on it in the middle of 
October, Over that period it has borne thousands of blooms, I cannot explain 
the difference. . 


The two occasions when I have seen it established back into natural 
surroundings are, firstly, in the Boronia patch at Diamond Hill, where 
Peter Ellis and T planted one about four years ago, and secondly, in the 
bush at the back of my Maiden Gully property, also about four years ago. 
On both these occasions the young plants were very slow to MOVE 5 but 
appeared to be quite healthy. After some two years the one at Diamond Hill 
grew on well and flowered, while the other one flowered this year. 
Although a small plant it looks quite healthy and is making good growth now. 


4, 
IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued — 


I think it behoves all who cultivate our native plants, to try at 
least one Eriostemon verrucosus, double form, in the Bendigo area, We must 
not let this beautiful native flower die out. 


) 9. 
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I wonder how many native gardeners keep a record of the annual 
rainfall in their district. Since moving to Maiden Gully I have kept a record, 
and can now say that up to the end of September the progressive total for this 
year has been five inches less than the average of the previous two years. 
If you have planted any young natives during this spring, it would be well 
to remember the point that I stressed in my article in August "Whirrakee", 
Do not let the young plants dry out during the rest of the Spring and Summer, 
in fact right up until the Autumn rains begin. 


With the flush of bloom on our local acacias finished, we have two 
W.A. beauties to carry on the wattle display. I refer to the closely related, 
Acacia saligna and Acacia cynaphylla, both large rounded bushes to twelve 
feet with long bluish green foliage and large, almost orange flowers. 
Both do well in this area, given adequate moisture. 


Many grevilleas are still showing an abundance of bloom, while a 
beauty in full bloom now is the extremely hardy Grevillea longistylis with 
very large flowers, 


Prostantheras, (mint bushes) are also in full bloom, P.ovalifolia is 
a beauty, but prune it hard after flowering, November being Bottle Brush 
time our Haykness Hybrid is first to show with some colour and prolific 
promise, as also are the Melaleucas wilsoni and fulgens. 


de te ten teats sk ck oe. See de 
OLIVE-BACKED ORIOLE Oriolus sagittatus 


Benaigo Bird Observers Group. Bird of the Night Discussion 4-7-1980 


APPEARANCE Similar in size to the Noisy Miner. The upper part of the back 
is a rich olive-green, the wings grey and black,tail grey with white tips, 
underneath white with black streaks, The bill is orange-brown and the eye 
orange red. The female is slightly smaller, and duller in colour, 
Nestlings are at first covered with ginger hair. 


CALLS Loud melodius, "orri-orri-ole" with variations, a nasal "chee-et" 
especially as an alarm call when young are in the nest. The bird is also an 
accomplished mimic. and occasionally will indulge in varied mimicry for periods 
of up to twenty minutes or more, weaving its own call into the mimicry. 

Calls are more frequent in Spring and Summer than in Winter. 


HABITAT The species occurs throughout all habitats in the Bendigo area, 
but is least common in the mallee type. 


HABITS They are reputed to be migratory, but some birds have been observed 
in the Bendiso district through the winter months, 
They fly silently, swiftly, with an undulating motion. 


OLIVE-BACKED ORIOLE continued. 


FOOD is usually found in the middle and upper levels of tree foliage, but 
insects are sometimes caught on the wing also. Native fruit and insects are 
eaten and sometimes orchard and other introduced fruits. Observations have 
included caterpillars and fruit of the Native Cherry (Exocarpus 
cupregsiformis). 


BREEDING The nest is usually suspended among the outer foliage of a tree 
branch from about 12 to 40 feet or more above the ground, It is cup-shaped, 
built of bark strips (mainly stringybark) and lined with finer material. 

A lot of stringybark is used to build the nest, but observations suggest 
that wool, if available is used in preference, The drooping outer fine 
branches are generally used to suspend the nest. Orioles appear to nest in the 
same locality in successive years. R. Watkins has observed that the birds 
sometimes used the identical fork which was previously used some three or 
four years previously, He believes they have several alternative sites 
which are used repeatedly. 

Nests have been observed to deteriorate considerably by the time the young 
leave the nest and disintegrate shortly afterwards. The question was raised 
as to whether they are poor builders, or whether the deterioration of the 
nest is due to the buffeting caused by high wind and the inevitable severe 
movement due to the location of the nest in the flexible small outer 
branches of trees, 


EGGS Two to three sometimes four, cream coloured spotted with grey and brown. 
Breeding occurs from September to January. The incubation period was not 
known, but a recent observation showed that the young leave the nest about 

15 days after the egg hatches. Survival rate appears to be good, except 

where Grey Currawongs predate. 


GENERAL They appear to have multiplied in the past 20 years, especially 

in the Huntly rural area. 

The birds defend the nest territory vigorously against intruders, including 
humans close to the nest. 

The Oriole call seems to be territorial during the nesting period. Again, 
recent observations show that both male and female birds call, but it is 
not known whether both mimic. When mimicking they appear to He deliberately 
giving a recital. Other birds do not appear to take any notice of the 
imitation calls. The question is whether they simply get pleasure from 
singing? Another unanswered question was how long the birds take to reach 
maturity? 

Nesting Orioles have been observed to oe attacked by other birds, 
particularly honeyeaters. 

Reference was also made to the Yellow Oriole which occurs with the Olive- 
backed Oriole on Cape Yorke Peninsula, and the northern part of Australia 
around Darwin and to the east, south and south-west to King Sound and Broome. 


Compiled by Bill Flentje. 
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THE BIG HILL RANGE 


by Eric Wilkinson. 


_ Big Hill is a name associated with Bendigo since the gold rush days. 
For the diggers on their way to Bendigo it was the final barrier, the 
last hard struggle of the arduous journey from Melbourne, the last big hill 
which lay between them and their dreams of riches, The prosaic name they 
gave it has acquired an air of romance, and even today Big Hill is an 
evocative name-to most Bendigonians. During my childhood my family visited 
Bendigo fairly frequently from Melbourne, and whether. this was by car or 
train, I learnt very early that Big Hill. was the landmark which meant we 
were almost in Bendigo. When the journey was by train the Big Hill tunnel 
was the last exciting highlight before Bendigo. Even today when returning 
to Bendigo along the Calder Highway I have a strong feeling of being 
almost home as I cross Big Hill, and some of the tension of the journey 
home eases on the descent into Kangaroo Flat. As I cross the top of the 
range, I often reflect on how very different it is for us driving high 
powered. cars on a smooth bitumen road to the lot of the unfortunate diggers 
labouring uphill on foot, or coaxing horse and cart up the steep southern 
slope on a rough, deeply-rutted so-called road. — 


The Big Hill Range stretches unbroken for many kilometres on either 
side of the crossing, and this is what made it such an effective barrier. 
There were two other crossings of the range, but they involved detours and 
most travellers preferred the harder, but more direct, route which led 
straight into the Bendigo Creek valley. The eastern crossing led into 
Sheepwash Creek, and the form of the old road can still be seen in a gap 
east of Mount Herbert, within the Big Hill Watershed Reserve. The western 
crossing is still a public road, but unless it has been upgraded in recent 
years can not be recommended to cars. This crossing involved following 
Bullock Creek ‘from Ravenswood, and crossing the range at a relatively low 
gap about two kilometres east of Lockwood South. The northern approach — 
off the Crusoe-Lockwood Road is in reasonable condition, but the southern 
descent to Bullock Creek is (or was) very deeply scoured, and only 
negotiable with a four wheel drive when I saw it last. 


Big Hill presented a formidable engineering challenge when the railway 
to Bendigo was under construction, The tunnel was completed in June 1861, 
although the railway did not reach Bendigo until October of the following 
year. It presented an equally formidable-barrier to the engineers who had 
to plan a route to bring Coliban Scheme water to Bendigo, and they had to 
make a long detour east of Mount Alexander and Mount Prospect, and even 
then had to construct three tunnels to get the water through. Coliban 
water did not reach Bendigo until 1877. tee 9 : 


_ The Big Hill Range is a long, narrow, gently curving ridge which 
stretches unbroken for fifteen kilometres from’ Bullock Creek at Lockwood 
South in the west to the Emu Creek headwaters in the east. This months 
cover photo is an oblique aerial photograph of the western portion of the 
range, curving west towards Lockwood South, The steep, deeply gullied, 
southern slope shows up particularly well. The gentler northern slope 
merges gradually with the hills of the Kangaroo Flat - Lockwood area. 

In the near right background is No. 7 Reservoir, and beyond that the 
larger Crusoe Reservoir. The prominent hill in the right foreground is 

Mt. Herbert, The Calder Highway is marked by the straight tongue of trees 
" projecting down into the cleared southern slope, left of centre. The 
portal of the railway tunnel can just be seen in the gully in front of the 
line of trees, 


THE BIG HILL RANGE continued 


The peculiar nature of the Big Hill Range is due to its geological 
origin. It is in fact a superb example of a metamorphic aureole. 
Metamorphic rocks are those changed from their original nature by heat 
and/or pressure, The metamorphic rocks of the Big Hill Range are the result 
of thermal metamorphism or alteration due to heat. The source of the 
heat was the Harcourt Granodiorite which was intruded into the pre-existing 
Ordovician sedimentary bedrock as molten rock (magma) from deep within 
the earth's crust at about the end of the Late Devonian period. 

(A sample of the granodiorite from Maldon gave an isotope age of 368 
million years.) The heat of the intruding granodiorite had a strong 
metamorphic effect on the surrounding sediments in a zone up to one and a 
half kilometres wide, which follows the granodiorite boundary in a kind of 
halo, and this is what is meant by the term aureole. I hope that the 
meaning of the term metamorphic aureole is now a little clearer. 


Before metamorphism the rocks of the aureole were identical to the 
alternating slate, siltstone and sandstone of the Bendigo Goldfield. 
Metamorphism changed these to spotted slate, quartzite, biotite-andalusite 
hornfels and closest to the granodiorite, cordierite hornfels, by 
recrystallisation of the minerals of the sedimentary rocks and the 
production of new minerals such as sericite, biotite, andalusite and 
cordierite. As might be expected the effects were greatest closest to the 
granodiorite, and there is a gradual transition away from the granodiorite 
through less metamorphosed rocks to non-metamorphosed. The significance 
of the metamorphism from the point of view of landscape evolution is that 
the metamorphic rocks are harder and more resistant to erosion that either 
the granodiorite or the un-metamorphosed sedimentary rocks. 

When the granodiorite was intruded there was probably of the order of 
1,600 metres of overlying metamorphosed sedments. Erosion over a very long 
time (over 350 million years) has firstly unroofed the granodiorite by 
removgng that cover, and since then differential erosion has left the 
metamorphic aureole as a prominent range marginal to the granodiorite. 


The Big Hill Range is only a portion of the whole metamorphic aureole 
around the Harcourt Pluton, but it is one of the better developed portions. 
The highest point on the Big Hill Range is an un-named peak east of Mt, 
Herbert which is 521 metres above sea level. Mt. Herbert is the high hill 
east of the railway tunnel, which reaches 484 m, Big Hill itself is the 
trig point west of the highway, which is 417 m. Other high points on the 
aureole apart from the Big Hill Range itself include Mt. Lockwood, 352 m. 
(originally known at Mt. Taurus); Blue Hills, Shelbourne, 370 m; 

Nuggetty Range, Maldon, 497 m; Mt. Tarrengower, Maldon, at 571m. the 
highest point on the whole aureole; Mt. Gaspard, Walmer, 496m: Porcupine 
Hill, Harcourt 536m; the range between Harcourt and Elphinstone, 535m; 

the range between Taradale and Metcalfe, 490m; Barfold Ranges, 535m 3 

Mt. James (Coliban Estate), 390m; and Mt. Thorpe, Sedgwick, 486m. 

Each of these segments: is defined by points where streams have managed to 
cut their way through the aureole, but as can be seen by inspecting a map, 
the aureole has had a considerable effect on the courses of such streams. 
One of the best examples is Bullock Creek, which has been deflected westward 
for several kilometres by the aureole before finally breaching it at 
Lockwood South. Next time you cross Big Hill look ahead to the Porcupine 
Hill and follow the aureole westwards via the conical grassy hill of Mt. 
Gaspard to the timbered Mt. Tarrengower, and you will begin to appreciate 
the size of the Harcourt Pluton and the length of its aureole. Parts of 
it can be seen from its various vantage points, but it requires an aerial 
view to really see it at its best. 


INVENTORY OF CLUB PROPERTY 


Club property has accumulated over the years and the Committee needs 
the assistance of Members to complete an up-to-date inventory, which will 
tell us the whereabouts of various items and enable a review of our 
insurance cover., 


If you know of Club property not listed below please advise the 
Secretary of the item, its present WAGE SSN SRE and (if possible) its 
replacement value. 


Electric typewriter Mammal traps 
Slide projector . .. Spotlights (2) 
Tape recorder Battery charger 
Filing cabinet Library books 
ey Back-copies, Bendigo Naturalist 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
Crosbie Forest Campout 18th and 19th October. by John Lindner. 


Only quite a small group attended this campents but we had a most 
interesting time. 

The campsite was on Mt. Pleasant Creek, in the southern block of the Crosbie 
State Forest near Toolleen. This forest block has a predominance of 
box-type eucalypts, whereas the northern block is dominated by ironbarks. 
Cn Saturday we stayed fairly close to the campsite and then made a circuit 
in the forest around the nearby paddock. On Sunday we did a walk through © 
the northern section of the forest. , 

54 species of birds were recorded. The best birding area seemed to be right 
near the campsite itself, where there was a scattering of large Yellow Box 
trees with grasses and shrubs. 


The following observations of nesting birds were made, mostly near the camp:- 


1. White-browed Woodswallow. 3 nests in forks of trees at varying heights, 
and one behind a piece of bark against the trunk. There was at least 
one pair of Masked Woodswallows amongst the numerous White-browed variety. 


2. Willy Wagtail. One nest quite high up on a large horizontal branch. 


3.0 White-plumed Honeyeater. A nest being built about 8 metres He ina 
clump of leaves, Very difficult to see. 


4, Southern Yellow Robin, One nest with eggs less than a metre from the 
ground, in a clump of coppice regrowth. 


5. Eastern Rosella. A nest in a hollow fence post. 


6. Spotted Pardalote. A nesting burrow in earth clinging to the roots of 
a fallen tree.- 


7, Jacky Winter. A nest in the nextherh section, Rrirseetlely close to the 
ground, 


8. A Brown cee a dependent young was seen, 


9. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP REPORT 
by Anne Speechley. 


The October meeting of the Mammal Survey Group was held in the home of 
Graham and Diane Hill in Curnow St. on the 16th October. The meeting was: 
well attended and films were shown on the wildlife of Pearson: Island, 
and on the different species of Kangaroos, 


A camping outing to Cape Otway on 1st to the 4th of November has been 

organised. The group has trapped in this area before and it is hoped some 
unusual mammals may be caught. The Potoroo is found in this location, as © 
is the short-nosed bandicoot, ’ 


A number of wild Ferrets have been seen by members and it was suggested that 
they may be breeding in the wild, If this is so, what effect will this have 

on our mammals, not to mention other wildlife species? 

A squirrel glider was identified west of Echuca by two members of the group, 


The Annual Meeting of the group will be held on the 20th of November at 
the Hill residence at 31 Curnow St., Golden Square starting at 8.00 pm. 
Office bearers for the following year will be elected at this meeting. 

A general neeting will follow at which Mr. Don Franklin will speak on the 
feral cat in 55 Bi Australia. 
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JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP REPORT 


by John Lindner. 


Sunday October 5th. 
Subject: . Abcriginal plant foods of the Bendigo district. 
Leader: John Lindner. 


Five families attended this Sees ‘The talk dealt comparatively with 
plant foods we use today and ‘those the #horiaanes used, 


Eurosean 


i. Originally wild aaah but Ba evateas over long periods to select the 
best producers... 

2. . Supply not generally dependant on ‘the seasons because of various storage 
methods and supplies being Seta from places with suitable 
growing conditions. ~— 

3. We don't have to grow or search con our own food ~ we buy the SEEM of 
other peoples! labour. 

4, World-wide origins of our plane foods. 


Australian Aborigine 


1. All wild plants. Never cultivated, 

De Supply quite dependent on the season. This meant that they had to move 
around following the supply, and alter their diet when things were 
scarce, 

3. Each group had to do its own foraging for plant foods - this was womens! 

' work, 
4, All endemic Australian plants. 


10. 

JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP REPORT _continued 

Soe ee NA LURANL OLDE CROUBERESORE 

From a list of 75 edible plant species of the Bendigo district supplied by 


Alison Oates (National Museum of Victoria), the breakdown into plant parts 
_ used, ranked in order of importance, is as follows: 


1. Roots and tubers 34. 
2... Eruats ION: 18. 
3. Seeds ab aE) 
u, Flowers yy 
5. Leaves 4 
7. . Shoots and stems 1 


_Our Field trip took us, first, to an area behind Ian Fenselau's place in 
Buckland St., White Hills, where we found plenty of Yam Daisies and Chocolate 
Lilies. The children had to sharpen their own digging sticks. 1A < 
Yam Daisies (Microseris scapigera) have a single spindle-shaped bulb per 
plant. These exude white fluid when cut, and have a bitter but not too 
unpleasant taste, You can tell them apart from dandelions by their narrow, 
erect basal leaves and the strap-shaped petals. Chocolate Lilies 
(Dichopogan strictus) have a beautiful sweet vanilla smell when in flower, 
and a large cluster of small bulbs is attached by thick roots to the base 
of the stem, The ones we dug up were very shrivelled and not edible. 


We then went to the Whipstick, out along Neilborough Road, and quite 
unexpectedly passed a Cherry Ballart (Exocarpus cupressiformis) with many 
fruits, These "fruits" are actually the swollen stalks, to which the tiny, 
hard, true fruit, containing a stone, is attached at the end, These ones 
were orange-red in colour and not fully ripe, and consequently a little 
bitter, They are sweeter when deep red, - 

At the junction with Whipstick Road, we looked for Leafless Currant Bush 
(Leptomeria aphylla) and Cranberry Heath (Astroloma humifusum), The 
former is a stiff-branched, leafless, grey-green shrub with many tiny, 
juicy, sour berries, The latter is a prickly-leaved dense prostrate, with 
vaguely sweetish green berries, from which try as you might, you can never 
chew off all the flesh from the extremely hard stone. Both these fruits 
ripen in September - October, and are quite palatable, Unfortunately there 
were few berries available, where only 10 days before they had been very . 
plentiful, Apparently the birds and lizards had a field day in the interim. 


Tan Fenselau brought along a small clump of Nardoo (Marsilea drummondii), 

a plant which looks like a giant form of clover, It grows in marshy places, 
and produces spores in special little packets called sporocarps,. 

These were ground by the Aborigines to make a flour, 

tan also showed a grinding stone with deep grooves, which would have been 
used for just such a purpose, . : 
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BIRD OBSERVATIONS 


Notes and observations from the Bird Observers Group meeting of Friday 
the 3rd of October, 


September is the month for the arrival of most of our breeding 
migrants from central and northern Australia and further north. These Hae 
stay in the Bendigo area till about the end of summer. Rufous songlarks 
were noted from the 3rd of September. onwards, and the Sacred kingfisher 
arrived early in the month also. The brilliantly plumaged Rainbow-birds 
were reported from the 28th of September onwards. White-browed woodswallows 
have arrived in very large numbers this year, being first reported on the 
30th of September. Amongst their noisy flocks are a lesser number of 
Masked woodswallews, which were also first reported on the 30th. 


The White-winged triller normally, arrives in late September. The males 
and females migrate separately, the males arriving a week or two earlier, 
Surprisingly, none had been seen by members at the time of the meeting 5 
though they have been seen since, 


The White-breasted woodswallow is perhaps not a true migrant, but is 
more numerous in the southern parts of its range during the warmer months. 
These birds are not seen around Bendigo itself, but occur in small numbers 
on the plains north of the Whipstick. Three were seen at the Terricks, near 
Mitiamo. 


Large numbers of Black-shouldered kites continue to be reported from 
unusual localities. One group of juveniles, with their rusty brown plumage 
about the chest, face and neck contrasting with the clean white of the adult 
birds, were Aigo seen. There was much discussion over the reasons for their 
EES and for the fact that some have been found dying. It was suggested 
that the large numbers may be due to the seasons with mice infestations 
in the mallee, The kites may have bred repeatedly under those favorable 
conditions, and now that the plague has finished, they have been forced to 
move to other areas. Two reasons for the fageeeert were suggested, 

One was starvation, as the birds are being forced by their numbers into 
unsuitable habitats. Alternatively, it was thought that mice poison has 
accumulated in the body fat of the birds, and now that food is scarce and 
the birds are using. their fat reserves , they are being poisoned. 


‘The Painted honeyeater is one of Bendigo's and Australia's rarer 
honeyeaters. These birds are nomads, particularly following the fruiting of 
mistletoe, They are: fairly regular breeding visitors in small numbers to. 
only a few localities in this district, being present mainly in late spring . 
and summer. A small group were seen at Mandurang South only a few hours before 
the meeting. 


Members of the Bird Group have a : Sajal interest in the way birds 
utilize old mine shafts. Quite a few species have been known to nest or roost 
in them. A most unusual occupant was reported at this meeting. Yellow-tufted 
honeyeaters had built a nest on some leafless sticks that had fallen six feet 
down a shaft. These birds normally SeHeD atts their nests amongst eee 
of low shrubs. 


The Powerful owl is the largest of Australia's owls, measuring about 
26 inches (660 mm) from bill tip to tail tip. One of these birds, probably 
a juvenile male, spent a few weeks at Mandurang South, where it roosted 
during the day on a branch surrounded by dense Foiiases and was pestered by 
small birds. On one occasion it was seen to have the rear portion of a 
ring-tail possum in its talons, 


L2. 
BIRD OBSERVATIONS continued 


The powerful owl feeds on mammals such as possums, gliders and tuans, and is 
primarily a bird of cooler rain forests. There are only a few pairs of these 
birds in the Bendigo district, this being as far inland as they are 
regularly seen, 


The Rainbow lorikeet was moderately common in the Bendigo district up 
until about the late 1930's, but is now very infrequently seen. (It is 
still common in other parts of its range.) A flock of five were seen ina 
red-flowering ironbark near the McIvor Road hill. 


A further observation of Red-capped robins was made - a pair at Maiden 
Gully. ’ 


Perhaps no bird's nesting habits are better known to us than the 
Welcome swallow's, Not all, however, build their nests under verandahs or 
in water tanks. Their wild nest sites include hollow trees and cliff overhangs. 
Two unusual nest sites were reported, Both had built on top of an old 
Willie wagtails' nest, one being in a shed and apparently on top of a 
wagtail's nest that was twice the height of a normal nest. 


A loud squawking noise drew an observer's attention to the nest of a 
Brown goshawk, which is one of the most common birds of prey around Bendigo. 
The nest contained a large young one, which is about two months earlier than 
usual, A male parent bird remained close by, apparently concerned that his 
young one was drawing attention to itself in the presence of an intruder. 


Seed-eating parrots often drink water, but is unusual to see nectar- 
feeding lorikeets at a waterhole. One member had the good fortune to have 
musk lorikeets come down to drink at the fishpond in his yard. Musk and 
purple-crowned lorikeets were reported breeding in red gums along the 
Campaspe River. There was a discussion on nest sites for lorikeets., One 
member's experience was that they preferred hollows with small entrances in 
green wood in river red gums, whilst another observer has noted them nesting 
in box trees, in dead limbs with large hollows. 


P.S. Let's see if we can get this many observations and interesting 
discussions dt every bird meeting! 


P.P.S. The Bird Group is currently preparing a supplement to the official 
bird list for the Bendigo district, listing additional species and additional 
sightings of infrequently seen species. Also, we are looking for information 
on a rather enigmatic record of the Little Crow, in the present “list, 

If you have details on any of these, and this information has not been 
reported at the Bird Observer's Group during the past couple of years, 

please ring Don Franklin on 39 5334, preferably during the next fortnight, 
Thank you. 


woke te ok de ods ek ok % 
Phebalium obcordatum available commercially. 
ele rath ee 


In Part 2 of his article on the Rutaceae of the Bendigo Region in Whirrakee 
Vol. 1 (9), Peter Ellis made the comment that Phebalium obcordatum had 
apparently not been developed for horticultural use. Geoff Sitch of the 
Goldfields Nursery at Castlemaine (and President of Castlemaine F.N.C.) 
read the article, and contacted Peter to let him know that he has propogated 
this species, and has it on sale at the nursery, 

Editor, 
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Additional data_on Goodia medicaginea and family Rutaceae from a letter 
from Margaret Watts of Inglewood, 


After reading the September and October "Whirrakees", Margaret Watts wrote 
to me, saying, "I felt you might be interested in the following comments 
and extra information on the distribution of some of the plants mentioned 
by Ray Wallace and Peter Ellis." Her letter provided some valuable new 
information, and drew attention to an error in Part 1 of "Rutaceae of the 
Bendigo Region", 

My thanks to Margaret for the letter and the information reproduced below, 
and for her appreciative remarks on Whirrakee. Editor. 


GOODIA MEDICAGINEA, We know of a small group of Goodia medicaginea plants 
growing in a normally dry watercourse on Bradley's eucalyptus lease on the 
Kingower road not far from our home. Unfortunately they were not looking 

particularly healthy a month or two ago, but I hope the October rains will 
revive them, 


PHEBALIUM OBCORDATUM. Six or seven years ago Fred and I found a beautiful 
patch of Phebalium abcordatum in full bloom in the Rushworth Forest, not 

far from Tufts Dam in the area between Black Cat Creek and Wanalta Creek 

We took Dr. Jim Willis and Mr. Bruce Fuhrer to look at it and they were able 
to persuade the Forests Commission to create a Wildflower reserve to preserve 
the plants, There is also a nice lot of Crowea exalata growing nearby. 
Another plant along the same track is the rather rare Choretrum glomeratum, 
In fact we found that patch of forest most interesting botanically and 
ornithologically as there happened to be a few white-fronted honeyeaters ~ 
there at the time. 


CORREA REFLEXA. Peter Ellis states that red-flowered Correa reflexas are 
"very pare" in the North Central Victorian goldfields but here at Inglewood 
red-flowered correas are much more common than the greenish yellow. 


ZTERTA ASPALATHOIDES.* It was Fred who discovered this zieria growing at 
Melvilles Caves on 8th October, 1976, We took a specimen to Dr. Willis and 
.he was most happy to confirm our identification, Is Peter Ellis correct 
in stating it was found on Mt. Tarrengower two years ago? * We had Mr. 
Neville Scarlett of the Botany Dept., La Trobe University, staying with us 
last Spring and he said he had been unable to find it on Mt. Tarrengower. 
I am sure he would be most interested if Peter Ellis could show him the 
plants, as.he was compiling a register of rare species. 


a Editors Comment: 


The Mt, Tarrengower record is incorrect, Checking with Peter Ellis, Bob Allen 
and Jack Kellam has established that in fact Fred Watts! Melville Caves 
record is the only one for the Pendigo region. Peter thinks that he probably 
confused the name Kingower, which has also been used as a locality name 

for the Melville Caves occurrence of the Zieria, with Tarrengower, 

A mistake of my own was misspelling aspalathoides as aspathaloides. 
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PLANT VARIETY RIGHTS LEGISLATION 
by Ian MacBean, 


P.V.R., or Plant Variety Rights, is the subject of Legislation to be 
introduced into the Federal Parliament in 1981 and a source of some 
controversy between a confusion of plant Breeders, churchmen, State and 
Federal Departments of Agriculture, environmentalists and seed merchants. 
P.V.R. is essentially a "plant-patenting" system, the main criteria for 
registration being that the variety is stable and can be clearly distinguished 
from other varieties of the same species, Once registered, the owner has 

sole commercial rights to the variety for 17 years, although he cannot 
withhold material needed for research or further development by other 
breeders. 


Of interest to Naturalists is the inclusion of native plants in the 
legislation. The "double-wax" would have: easily met the requirements of 
stability and distinctiveness. Many of the Grevillea varieties available are 
naturally occurring hybrids ~- should a lucky discoverer be allowed to "own" 
future finds? Whether the legislation will result in higher prices or a 
reduced range of varieties available as argued by some opponents, will 
probably depend on market forces, Inevitably the debate will focus on 
agricultural and horticultural species, but Members might find greater 
interest in the. P.V.R. legislation nowine native plants will also come under 
its control. 


I have further information I would be pleased to make available to anyone 
interested, 


FRASER NATIONAL PARK CAMPOUT. November 29th - 30th, 


Fraser National Park is approximately 185 kn from Bendigo. The 
recommended route is via Heathcote - Tooborrac - Seymour - Yea and Alexandra. 
The park is 17 km from Alexandra. The 3750 hectare park on the western 
shores of Lake Eildon was proclaimed in 1957, This area had been grazing 
land, and was heavily infested with rabbits. Removal of grazing pressure 
and a rabbit reduction programme has allowed natural regeneration of | 
red stringybark, narrow and broad leafed peppermint, red box and silver 
wattle, and the once denuded hills are slowly returning to a forested 
condition, The camping areas are on Coller Bay. 'Devil Cove’ and 'Candlebark'! 
are the two which are open at present. The sites are unpowered, but toilets, 
hot water, showers and laundry are available. The booking fee is 90c per 
night for adults, 50c for children, but there is a $2.80 minimum fee, 

Access is by sealed road, suitable for caravans. Advance bookings are not 
taken except for the peak season, but the ranger considers there should be 
little difficulty in securing Bag nent camp sites. He also advises that 
quite a few of the parks wildflowers should still be in flower. 

Activities available include the Candlebark Gully Nature Trail and other 
walks, and it is understood that some members will be taking boats. A firm 
indication of numbers going will be asked for at the November Meeting. 

For phone enquiries direct to Fraser National Park the number is (057) 72 1293. 
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COMBINED CAMP-OUT OF THE VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 
and the WESTERN VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 


TO BE HELD AT CASTLEMAINE ON THE LABOUR DAY WEEKEND, 1981 (March 7-8-9) 


Meetings To be held at Uniting Church Hall, cr Barker and Campbell Street. 


Saturday March 7° 6.30 Business meeting of W.V.F.N.C.A. 
8,00 Launching of Mr. C. Beauglehole's 
"The Distribution and Conservation of Vascular 
Plants of the Alpine Area, Victoria" 
8,15 Programme to be arranged 


Sunday March 8 6.30 Business meeting of V.F.N.C.A. 
8.00 Program to be arranged, 


Excursions To leave from the car park on Downes Street, next to the Botanic 
Gardens , Castlemaine, Depending on weather and conditions , 
the excursions could include:- 

- Geology of the Castlemaine Area 
~ Historical tour of Castlemaine 
- Mt. Alexander and Koala Park 

- Mt, Tarrengower and Bells Swamp 
- Expedition Pass Reservoir 

- Maldon State Forest 

- Fryers Ridge State Forest 

- Kalimna Reserve | 


All excursions will be half day excursions, Starting time 9.30 and 1.30 
each day, 


Accommodation Early booking is advised. 


- Botanic Gardens Caravan Park, Walker St., Castlemaine (Main Castlemaine 
Park), 

- Vaughan Springs Caravan Park, Vaughan. (13 km from Castlemaine) 

- Maldon Caravan Park, Maldon. (Castlemaine 22 lm). 

- Carracourt Caravan Park and Squash Courts, Barker St., Castlemaine. 

- Castle Motel, Duke St., Castlemaine. 

- Harcourt Homestead Motor Lodge, Harcourt (Castlemaine 9 km). 


Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club. 

President: Mr. Geoff Sitch, Maldon Road. Secretary: Mr. Stan Bruton, 
23 View Street, 
(054)-72 3050 


16. 
COACH CAMPING SAFART TOURS 


FOR NATURALISTS 
In Co-operation with WESTERN VICTORIA FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION. 


23 day Arnhemland-Kimberleys Safari. 
Departing from Stawell 6th June, 1981. Tariff: $u65, 


This safari visits the Flinders Ranges, Marree, Birdsville, Mt. Isa, 
Borroloola, Mataranka, Katherine Gorge, Darwin, Kununurra, Wyndham, Halls 
Creek, Alice Springs, the Macdonnell Ranges, Kings Canyon and Coober Pedy. 
It takes you into Arnhemland and the Kimberleys and across the Stony and 
Tanami Deserts, This is an exciting and rather strenuous itinerary of more 
than 10,000 kms with 10 days in the warmer climate of the tropical north. S 
You will need to be reasonably fit to get the maximum enjoyment from it. 
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15 day Lamington National Park Campout. 
Departing from Stawell 19th September, 1981. Tariff: $310. 


On this safari you visit Parkes and see the Radio Telescope; enjoy the 
scenery and the wildflowers in the Warrumbungle National Park; relax for 
six days in the rainforest in the Lamington National Park with coach tours 
to beauty spots and the Gold Coast; see the Hawksbury sandstone wildflowers 
near Gosford; and, snow conditions permitting, ascend Mt. Kosciusko, 

An easy relaxing safari strong in natural history interest. 


Brochures with full details are available from Ian MacBean. 


FARES: 


Quoted fares are subject to a minimum of 30 bookings. 

Include all transport in Kingston's Tours coaches, all meals except lunch 
on free days, all camping fees, all admissions to scheduled attractions 
but not those designated ‘optional’. 


BOOKINGS : 

Should be made using the printed application form available from Ian MacBean. 

Must be accompanied by a $50. per person deposit, Fa 
Balance of fare payable not less than 30 days prior to departure, : 
Priority will be given to members of clubs affiliated with the Western - 


Victoria Field Naturalists Clubs Association and kindred bodies, 3 


KINGSTON'S TOURS, 23 Wimmera Street, Stawell, Vic. 3380. 
Phone: 053-581214, 
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MEETINGS | 


November 12th Mr. Rob Moors will give a slide presentation of the Western 


Australian segment of his trip around Australia last year. 


December 10th This year's Christmas Social will be held in the Burnett 
Lounge at the B.C.A.E. (Teachers College), Osborne St., 
Flora Hill, starting with a Casserole tea at 6.30 pm. 

The lounge will be open from 6.0 pm, 

The B,F.N.C. Music Group will provide entertainment during 
the evening. 


¢ 


1981 

February llth Members Slide Night - Holiday Reminiscenses. 

March 11th Dr. Phillip Cadwallader, Research Scientist from the 
Fisheries and Wildlife Snobs Creek Freshwater Fisheries 
Research Station and Hatchery, will speak on Victorian 
Native Fish. 

EXCURSIONS 


Sun, Nov,16th Full day excursion to Dingee and the Terricks. » 
Leaders: Chris Bunn and Noel Ruedin. 
Theme: Botany and Birds, with special emphasis on the 
pare plant Swainsona plagiotropis. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 10.00 am. 


‘Nove 29th-30th . Weekend campout to Fraser National Park. 


This is intended to be a relaxing weekend in a ane. 
attractive setting on the shores of Eildon Reservoin. 
See page 14 for details. 


1981 


Sun. Feb.15th Canoe Trip to Coliban and Campaspe backwaters of Lake 
Eppalock, . ie 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sun.Dec. 7th Insects. Mr. Bob Allen will give an Neaodter on to the. 
insect world, and identify insects found during a bush 
search, Meet at Havlin St. at 2.0 pm. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
Fri. Dec. 5th 7.30 pm Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. 


Topic for discussion: Small Honeyeaters of Bendigo. 
Bird of the Night: -Banded and Masked Plovers. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 
Thur,Nov.20th 8,0 pm at Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 


Annual meeting, followed by General Meeting at which 
Mp. Don Franklin will speak on the Feral Cat in South 
East Australia. 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Correspondence: P.O. Box 396, Bendigo, 3550 
PRESIDENT Chris Bunn Averys Rd.E'hawk 46 8141 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.Spring Gully 43 0521 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 


SECRETARY Tan MacBean 7 Beebe St, ,Bendigo 43 0191 
ASSIST, SECRETARY position vacant 

TREASURER Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Evic Wilkinson 7 WGeaaec isan St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS 

GROUP CONVENOR John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd.E'hawk 46 7132 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 

SECRETARY Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

SECRETARY Roy Speechley McLeans Rd.Strathfieldsaye 39 5573 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The subscription rates are: 
46.00 Single, $9.00 Family, $3.00 Pensioner and $3.00 Children. 


Members wishing to obtain Whirrakee posted to them can have this service by 
paying a postage levy of $3.30 per annum. 
Subscription to Whirrakee for non-members is $5.50 per annum, posted. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
The meetings start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 


Excursions: The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10 am (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2 pm, and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Excursions are usually held on the weekend following the General 
Meeting. 


Junior Field Naturalists Group meets on the first Sunday in each month 
SST TT ee By ag rd ee” s ° ° : 
at 2 pm. The assembly point is the Education Special Services Complex in 
Havlin St. East. 


Bird Observers Group meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Conference Rooms, Agriculture Department, Epsom at 7.30 pm. 


Mammal Survey Group meets on the ‘third Thursday of each month, except when 
the third Thursday is the day after the B.F.N.C. General Meeting, in which 
case the M.S.G. meeting is on the fourth Thursday, 7.30 pm in member's 
homes as announced. 
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